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Japanese Philosophy And Politics

Joshua W. K. Liao

(Tlin iz the second of a series of three articles on the history of Japanese philosophy—FEditor,)

PROHIBITION’ of foreign aid was

not the only Tokugawa way of
preventing local rebellion. Every
feudal lord was reguired not only to
leave a permanent hostage at Edo
(35 present Tokyo), seat of the
Tokugawa Shongunate, and visit the
kogun annually, but also to accept
instructions and publications issued
and distributed by the Shogun. For
the last purpose, shrewd Ieyasu en-
listed the support of scribes and
scholars from all over the country,
Thus, in 1593, he summoned Fuji-
wara Sheka ( iR ), a Sino-
lIogist of the realist school of Ch’éng
Hao ( #%i) and Chu Hsi ( 43 ),
an(j for over two centuries thereafior
Chinese realism became the “grovern-
ment school” of thought in Japan,
Cultural stagnation and ideological
tyranny reached its peak in 1790,
when the Toknugawa Shogunate of-
ficially patronized only Chu Hsi's
trend’ of thought and proseribed all
other channels as heresios.

Realism vs, Idealism
Meanwhile, in 1644, a younger
contemporary of Fujiwara Shoka, by
the name of Nakae Toju ( thicggti ),
began to openly preach the idealist
school of Lu Hsiang-shan ( g

and Wang Yang-ming ( z=mhy ).
Preferving the life of a private
scholar, he taught and wrote
and = earned ihe epithet of the

Sag.e of Omi (&Fir® A ), after his
native stafe of Omi (present Shiga
Prefecture kR )L Thereafter
practically all of his followers ve-
mained in the opposition camp.
From the beginning of the Toku-
gawa «Shogunate discontented war-
riors and liberal thinkers would in
private denounce its policies cf in-
ternational isolation and academic
diserimination, oppression of the
feudal lords and exploitation of the
masses of the people, Yet they
could not but bide their time, Feudal
lords of many frontier states would
none the less gladly patronize them.
Tp 1858, when Commodore Perry
arrn-'qzl at Uraga (i ) with fous
American  gun-boats 'to seek an
amicable treaty-conclusion, the anti-
forr,-l.gn Shogunate, in view of the
foreign superiovity in arms, was at
a loss what to do. Tt condescended
to consult the feudal lovds about the
matter but could make no deeision.
At the beginning of the next year,
'Pcrr_v again came, The Shogunate
lr!s_trurtetl the feudal lords to con-
s(.)h(]af.e all coastal defences, but ar-
bitrarily promised the Americans to
open two ports, Shimota (-F ) and
Hakodate (¢ #ifif ), and to supply
them with water, fuel, and food-
stuffs, Two months later, a young
progressive patriot and adherent of
the idealist school, Yoshida Shoin
Cl iR ) was caught trying to go
abroad in an Ameriean boat, So was

his teacher, Satsuma Zosan ( &I
Suilp ). Both were implicated and
imprisoned the following month,
When released in 1856, Shoin opened
a private village school, teaching
Mencius in particular and agitating
for revolution against the Shogunate
and restoration of impervial rule.

To Shoin and his associates, who
identified knowledge and conduct as
taught by Wang Yang-ming and
justified the overthrow of any tyran-
ny as advocated by Mencius, the
government's difficulty was always
the opposition’s opportunity. As ex-
pected, the Tokugawa Shogunate,
which had so long isolated the Em-
pire from the outside world, now
found itself hardly able to solve the
urgent diplomatie issues to the satis-
faction of the displeased Mikado, the
enraged feudal lords, and the im-
patient foreigners. In 1857, it re-
ferved the matter of treaty-conclu-
sion to the feudal lords and early
the next year memorialized it to the
Throne. In March, 1858, the Mikado
refused to authorvize the Shogunete
to conclude any foreign treaty, but
in June the latter econcluded one
with Ameriea, and in July treaties
with Russia, Holland, and England,
This arbitrary action was denounced
by the opposition leaders all over
the country as usurpation of
powers. ‘To subdue the assaults, the
Shogunate had recourse to terrorism.
detecting and arresting all vadicals.
In  consequence, Tmeta Unhin
C g ) died in jail in 1859, and
Yoshida Shoin = Hashimoto Sanai
CA#%MN ) and several other com-
rades also were put to death.

Anti-Foreign Movement

While airing the wrongs of these
young patriots, a number of feudal
lords and loecal warriors assauited
the Shogunate’s weak-kneed foreign
poliecy and memorialized to the
Mikado the policy of “expelling
foreigners.” 1In consequence of the
anti-foreign  movement, warviors of
Nagato ( $2I") present Yamaguchi
Prefocture  (Haflg) hombarded Ame-
vican boats passing by in May, 1863;
and in July there occurred frietion
between the inhabitants of Satsuma
and English navigators, when the
English  =helled Kagoshima. In
August, 1864, an allied fleet of Eng-

lish, American, French, and Duteh

vessels shelled Shimonoseki ( i)
in Nagato. Blaming Nagato for
harboring fugitives and antagonizing
foréigners, the Shogunute now deeid-
ed to send a punitive expedition
against it. Amidst diplomatic and
domestic difficulties, the expedition
failed to make progress except for
provoking Nagato to ally with
Satsuma in 18G6 and Nagato, Sat-
sima, and Tosa (& present Kochi
Prefecture  #i41f% ) to apree to res-

tore imperial rule in lieu of military
campaign

dietatorship. A secret

against the Shogunate was planned:
a secret edict from the Throne to
censure it was issued, too. The
Shogunate at first thought of offer-
ing resistance but, on realizing its
unpopulavity and precarious position,
stopped short and instead towards
the end of 1867 offered toc re-
turn the reing of government to the
Mikado, In March, 1868, the last
Tokugawa Shogun personally visited
Kyoto to apologize to the Throne.
This marked the beginning of the
Meiji Restoration—the outcome of
the ftwo century struggle between

 government and opposition, between

centralism and feudalism, and be-
tween realism and idealism.

In 1869, the feudal lords, teo, re-
turned the reins and domaing of the

local governmenfs and were like
hereditary Court ministers made
nobles. At the end of the year all

Sanuerais were grouped into the elass

of knights to be distinguished in
name from the commoners but de-

prived of all previous bounties and
privileges, Nevertheless,  Bushido
continued to influence Japanese life
and thought the more, after being

spuwrred by militaty eonscription

from the inside and fused with

Prussian militarism from the

Occident,

Liberalism And Utilitarianism
UST as academic Chinese philo-
sophy rose with the Tokugawa

Shogunate, so was Occidental philo-
sophy introduced and expande
after the Meiji Restoration, Such
was the shock created by Commo-
dore Perry’s fleet that sensitive
Japanese at once perceived the need
for  cultural reformation, political
re-orientation, and social adjust
ment of the whole country to the
world, and as soon as they found
the Shogunate incompetent for suc
a task the same needs became the

causes of its overthrow and the res

vival of imperial rule. These far-
sighted Japanese knew they had 0
learn Occidental ideas in order
change "domestic institutions, an
these changes were carried out bY
both government and people hand 1
hand.

As early as 1860, Fukuzawa S8
toyoshi ( Wit ) returned from
abroad, founded the Keio Instl!:uw
C MEREEW )in 1865, which grew m{f;
Keio Univergity later, and in 186
published his Oececidental Affairs (F

fEs4 ).  Similarly, Nighi Makot®
CPim ), sent abroad to study 1P
1862, came hack in 1865 and tl‘h’-’
next year published his Thorowd®

Renovation ( §—%ss ), in which
for the first time in Orviental His®
tory he coined and used the hmon‘l;
inal term fetsugalu (fF M) fO
“philosophy,” exactly one yem“he'
fore the Emperor Meiji’s acce_sswn'_
In 1868 the young Mikado, in 8¢
cordance with Kido Takayoshi's
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F#Z% ) memorial, promulgated his
five oaths promising the people basic
human rights. In 1872, the solar
calendar was adopted; the universal
military conscription law was pro-
mulgated; and the new educational
system was inaugurated with stress
on scientific studies and nation-wide
patriotism instead of feudalistic
loyalty, The Army, dominated by
the Nagato Clan, was modeled after
that of the Germans; and the Navy,
dominated by the Satsuma Clan,
after the British. For, when Yama-
gata Aritomo (EFHH )  from
Nagato and Saigo Tsugumichi (¥
Mg ) from ' Satsuma returned
from an inspection-tour in Europe
in 1870, they organized a corps of
imperial guards taken from the three
clans of Nagato, Satsuma, and Tosa
~the leading loyalists in rvestoring
imperial rule. The new troops be-
tame the nucleus of subsequent
fighting forces with German-educated
Zenerals like Nogi (754), from Na-
Bato, Katsura (i), and Kodama (&
%) as commanders and the Eng-
lish-trained Admiral Togo ( ¥
from Satsuma who came to be known
45 the Japanese Nelson. Thence-
forth military leadership remained
Undey warriors from the two pro-
Bressive and apgressive frontier
ftates, Nagato and Satsuma.

Western Thought

In 1877, the Government founded
okyo Imperial University, which
Offered no course on philosophy in
e beginning. Though an American
rofessor of Philosophy was offered
& chair in 1878 and a Philosophical
ASsociation was organized in 1884,
It was not until 1887 that Professor
Noue Hnryvo (Jk =BT ) founded the
st Department of Philosophy and
Ne same wuniversity began to pub-
lish the Philogsophical Magazine (4
i ).
. Barlier than thig, the introdue-
1on of Western thought had already
teg'lm, first through translations,
hen through exposition, and fnally
rough development. In 1871 the
Yistian Bible was translated. In
m.75_ the most famous Protestant
ﬂ"ﬁsmn school, Doshisha ( P&
;.)- was founded hy Joseph Hardy

g';ishima (i), one of the
edtatest Christian  leaders and
Meators  of  Japan., It was

i’;h‘. who devoted the remainder of
in 1‘\{? to introducing and expand-
degu ‘estexrn . philosophy until his
ity !:: in 1894, bequeathing to poster-
1374)'5 Theory of Knowledge ( i
titil; & J_apanesg version of Mill’s

iitarianism ~ (1876), A New
cte. 5. of Logic (% m ¥ &= 1884),
ancse rori Toku's (MM ) Jap-
cial Lptl?f‘slatwn of Rousseau's So-

ineds Laet appeared in 1877; its
( i-r:ﬁ;ugcrm‘? by Nakae Chyomin
A ﬂéam' .Jn 1882, Likewise,
sion fn(‘f.H@GRfS ( &HEE ) ver-
‘:‘j,,',r.;:, t.“m"l‘s History of Ewropran
hishi Mo iPpeared in 1877; and
ation If*‘sahe"‘- (X & i 2 ) trans-
oi:i,,(mn Spercer'’s Principles of
j;l.o;sv"h:. J!;%'iﬁ;?. and Miyake
BYds Sociolugy. i;t: ltsrétgslatton of

scholastic works the

rends of current politics were

certainly revealed. In 1881 Iwakura
Tomomi ( @ Jti), head of the
goodwill mission sent to Europe and
America 4n 1871, submitted to the
Throne his memorial for the draw-
ing up of a Constitution; whereupon
the Emperor announcéd the inan-
curation of the Diet in 1890 and the
promulgation of a Constitution even
before that time.

Prior to the Government's move
for constitutionalism, there had al-
ready appeared the first popular
spokesman - for liberalism and de-
mocracy in the person of Kato Hiro-
vuki ( m@kiL=). As early as 1865
he compiled a table showing the rise
and fall, strengthe.and weakness, of
Occidental nations. In the year
1867, when Meiji ascended the
throne, he completed his Discourse on
Constitutionalism. (M EH¥H ). In
1874, he published his New Discourse
on the Form of the State ( F#3
W), Freedom and Self-Government
CHmMAF ) in 1876,
Theory of Human Rights ( AHESR
®|) in 1332, Deriving  his utili-
tarianism and individualism from
Darwin's doctrine of evolution but
basing his whole system of thought

" [

on Hickel’s matrialism, he had dif-
ficulty coordinating the former's
democratic ideas with fthe latter’s
totalitarian tendencies, By the horns
of Kato's dilemma were aueured the
two incompatible forces' which have
struggled witk euch other ihrough-
out subsequent Japanese politics—
I!bera]]sm and despotism; democracy
and dictatorship.

_Meanwhile, Fukuzawa published
his Divisioj. of Pow s (SHER) in
1887; Ozaki Yukio (JE&Ffr4E), his
Representative Government ( (L%
#2) in 1881:; and Nakae, his Disecus-
sion on Parlioment (B fi5) in 1888.

The wear following Iwakura’s
submissionrof his memorial on con-
stitutionalism, Tto Hakubun ( frigif
% ) was sent as the head of a delega-
tion to Europe and "America to study
the constitntions of the various
Occidental nations. In the same
vear (1882). Ohkuma Shigenobu ( #*
Bilifi ) organized the Constitutional
Reformatory Party and also founded
Tokyo College, which later grew into
Wasada University. Likewise, Fu-
kuchi Genichiro ( Bi3u#¥—07) oxn-
ganized the Constitutiopnal Imperial
Rule Party. So <plendid was every
preparation made for the adoption
of . Western ideas and institutions
that the Occident suddenly found
Japan its most promising pupil in
the Orient. B

and New ,

On February 11, 1889 the Consti-
tution of the Japanese Empire was
promulgated. It had been drawn up
not by the people’s delegates to any
national assembly but by the brain-
trust of the Mikado, who later be-
came the Genre (58%E) or Elder
Statesmen. Having found the An-
glo-American systems too liberal and
the Russian too conservative, these
law-makers chose the Cerman for
a model. Beeause the Constitution
had to be approved and issued by
the Emperor, whom it revered as
sacred and inviolable, it was drawn
up so that it could be amended
only on the Emperor's initiative.
Moreover, because loyalist warriors
had achieved merit in restoring im-
perial rule and eventually assumed
military leadership, the Constitution
not only placed the fighting forces
under the Emperor’s supreme com-
mand but also the Army and Navy
Minister® who were not to be
selected by the Premier but suggest-
ed by the warriors and appointed
divectly by the Throne. Thus, while
in name these wministers were sub-
ordinate to the Premier, in fact
they were co-equal with him.
Though co-cqual, they eaused no
obstacle if they were cooperative;
but if they were not cooperative,
they could act at their own pleasure,
So long as liberalism and parlia-
mentarianism retained the upper
hand, the Military behaved coopera-
tively. But as soon as Japanese
philosophy and politics inclined to
despotism and totalitarvianism, the
Military began to act independently.
When Japanese policies of expan-
sionism and militarism fused with
German jingoism and Italian Fas-
cism assumed the shape of Nippon-
ism, the Militayy appeared to domi-
nate every cabinet. In short, from
the day their Constitution was pub-
lished, their policies headed for
Mukden and Pearl Harbor, and their
surrender aboard the Missouri was
sealed.

In February, 1889, the Tlection
Law for Representatives and the
Organization Law for the Peerage
were promulgated. Next year, in
July, the Representatives wera
elected. In December, the Diet was
inangurated, electing Tto Hakubun
as Chairman of the Peerage and
Nakajima Nobuyuki (#8577 ) as
Chairman of the House of Represen-

tatives. The English-educated Oza-
ki Yukio, author of the femous
Representative - Government, elected

in 1890, has been re-elected every
time since, having thus witnessed all
the vicissitudes of Japanese liberal-
ism, democracy, and represertative
government.

Interest In German Philosophy

As politics became more aective,
public opinion grew calm and philo-
sophical activities became largely
academic. However, mature think-
ers like Nakae and Kato were still
expounding the philosophy of ma-
terialism. The latter even advecated
atheism and dencunced every form
of religion.

For a while after the introduction
of democratic institutions, evolution-
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ism and utilitarianism continued .to
hold sway. In no time, however, the
Philosophical Maglazin: showed a
turn in academic interest away from
English and French toward German
philosophy, with numerous articles
on Kant, Hegel’s dialectic, English
neo-Kantianism, von Hartmann,
Schopenhauer, Wundt, Nietzsche,
Lots, ete, as well as German-
educated American philosophers like
Ladd and James. Nakae trandlated
Schopenhauer’s = ethical writing in
1894: Kiyono Tsutomu { #7554 )
wrote his commentary on Kant's
Critique of Pure Roason in  1896;
Mori Ohgai (#%ER% ) translated
Goethels Faust in 1913; Okamoto
Haruhiko (M3cE ) wrote on
Schelling's Symbolic  Thought in
1918; Amano Sadasuke C KEF¢{Wi )
translated Kant's Critique of Pure
Reason in 1921; and Tanabe Haji-
mu ( @ #9:) published lgs Hege-
lianism and the Dialectic Method in
1932,

Occidental Influence

During this period an Occidental
professor of philosophy who exer-
cised a direct influence upon philo-
gophical studies in Japan was Dr.
Raphael Koeber. From 1893 to 1914,
he taught in Tokyo Imperial Uni-
versity, and died in_ 1923, Mean-
while, Occidental-trained Japanese
ccholars began to apply historical
methodology to their research and
produced masterpieces in their sown
language on the History of Philo-
sophy and Religion—for _example:
Ohnishi Iwau's (ke ) History of
Occidental Philosophy in 1895, Ane-
zaki Seiji's (e ) History of
Indian Beligion in 1897, Ondo Taka-
yoshi’'s (imigERE) History of Chin-
¢ge Philosophy in 1900, Kubo Ten-
jui's (AfEE) History of Japan-
ese Confuctanism in 1904, Hatano
Seiichi’s ( &k ETs—) History o]
Ogcecidental Religion in 1921, m}fl {051
Hakuju's (5 ) Studies in .I'ur
dian Philosophy in 1924. Likewise,
there appeared in Japanese general
expositions and textbooks such as
Logic (1893) and Ethics (18_?6) by
Ohnishi, Introduction to Philosophy
(1900) and Deseartes (1904) by Ku-
waki Genyoku (F|mANEN), A Sfuciy
of Spincza (1911) by Anezski, of
Initroduction to Secience (1918) by
Tanabe.

The Government nonetheless moyv-
od nearer to England and Francz
as indicated by the conclusion of the
Anglo-Japanese Alliance in 1902, t_.he
vietorious war against Russia with
Anglo-American aid in 1904 and
1805. and the repeated formation of
the cabinet from 1906 onwards b}:
the French-educated Prince Saionji
C PiRI=F2T ), whose public life re-
mained the symbol of Japanese
liberalism till his death in 1940.

Fducation, on the contrary, looked
toward Germany. Berlin and Leip-
zig, Heidelberg and Freiburg all be-
came the Meccas of Japanese stu-
dents from the end of the 19th cen-
tury. FEarnest and diligent, they
strove to learn as much as they
could while abroad, 'and some of

them even made scholarly contribu-
tions like Ehilich-Hata's (%) co-dis-
covery in 1911,

- Exchange.

The Week’s Business

HE so-called Financial Reform

Measures so far have failed to
stabilize market conditions. On the
contrary, they have stimulated
gpeculation and pushed up finaneial
quotations and commodity prices, as
can be seen from the figures in the
bottom of this page.

The UU or Utility Unit, which
the utility companies introduced
with the approval of the authorities
for the ccllection of utility charges,
is meeting stropg opposition from
ordinary consumers and industrial
plants, and is on its way out. It
remains, however, for the uftility
companies and the authdrities to
work out a satisfactory substitute
plan for the collection of utility
fees. The cost of living index figure
may very likely be applied in this
case as it is in the payment of wages
and salaries.

Strong opposition was also voiced
by manufacturers against the col-
lection of commodity taxes in silver
dollars or in commodities. The
cigarette manufacturers declared
that this change means an increase
of the commodity taxes on cigarettes
by wvirtnally 120 percent. As:a re-
sult, it was reported that the au-
thorities are considering the collec-
tion of commodity taxes in Customs
Yuan, the special currency designed
for the collection of Customs duties.

Other activities taken by the au-
thorities to enforce the new financial
reform measures include the est-
ablishment of special finance
bureaus in Shanghai and in Can-
ton. The duty of these bureaus is
to stabilize the financial market. by
the sale of gold through the Central
Bank once again, The price is to
be fixed by each bureau at 9 am.
daily. :

This practice was inaugurated
in Shanghai on March 8, when 290
ounces of gold were sold to the gold
and silversmiths shops at GY228,-
000 per ounce. On the next day,
the Central Bank continued to sell
gold at the price of GY250,000
per ounce, but the open market rate
shot up immediately to GY310,000.
It is hard to see how this system.
which has failed repeatedly in the
past, will succeed this time in
stabilizing the market.

The plan of the Nanking Gov-
ernment to reopen the Gold Ex-
change in the near future will not
be able tc absorh the large sums of
Shanghai's idle capital any more
than the reopening of the Securities
The only effect it may
have will be to legalize speculation
and push up financial quotations
which in turn will cause further
increases in commodity prices.

With inereasing idle funds re-
mitted to Shanghai from all parts
of the country, especially Taiwan,
during the past week, the loeal
market money remained on the easy
side with interest rates quoted at
around seven to eight percent per
day. They easy trend was ac-
centuated by the issuance of large

numbers of GY500 notes to meet
political and military expenses, and
the Central Trust’'s dumping of
GY1,000,000,000 on the
March 8 to pay for frozen eggs also
contributed to the easy situation,

Fragmentary reports from the
North indicate more and more clear-
ly the econditions under Communist
rule. With progress being made in
the restoration and resumption eof
postal service and shipping, ob-
servers believe that the time is draw-
ing mnear for the resumption of
normal trade relationships between
North and South China,

The Communists are reported to
have agreed in principle to the re-
sumptlion of pestal service, and five
delegates of the Postal administra-
tion are expected to leave for
Peiping soon to discuss technical
problems with the Communist au-
thorities. Meanwhile, the post offices
have started to receive ordinary
mail, small parcels, and printed
matters for transmission to Tientsin
and Peiping.

The telephone and telegraph s=er-
vices have never been cut off during
these months of confusion, and at
present telegraphic service has been
extended to Tongshan, Tangku, and
Chinwangtao, Meanwhile, com-
mercial banks in Shanghai have
started to accept money for remit-
tances to Peiping and Tientsin,

The most important progress
made so far iz the vesumption of
shipping service. Following the
successful trip made by the ss.
Greater Shanghai, other ships have
been commissioned to sail regularly
between Shanghai and Tientsin,
and 300,000 bags of wheat flour are
expected to be sent to the northern
port in exchange for 100,000 tons
of ecoal, which Shanghai’s Powel
Company and industrial plants need
desperately as local stocks areé
diminishing rapidly.

The Shantung Provineial Gove
ernment under Communist rule has
promulgated the first set of impor
and export regulations, giving I
detail the kinds of goods to be im-
portdd and the kinds of gocds 0
be exported as well as the amount
of customs to be paid. Meanwhilé
industrial goods, including yarn ant
cloth, are being exchanged for cod
along the Yangtze poris.

Judging from present develop:
meénts, irade prospects are ]n-ii:'."!‘b
and if peace can be established, it
will not be surprising to see th
resumption of normal trade rela
tionships in the near future.

The following table gives a com
parigon of quotations on March =
and March 9:

Mar. 2 Mar, ?

GY GY 0

(EXF Bl e A 183.000 31{1.00D

US Dollar -...... 3.650 6,150

Clearance Certificate 2,890 4»'%9

Silver Dollar .. 2,000 4.200
20’s Yarn ... 626,000 1,080,0

Rice - s ok, =11:000 20,60

Wing On Textile

market on.

.3.76 5.38
"
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